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As MP for Brighton Pavilion 
constituency I’ve been 
resisting the damage done 
when public services are 
sold off to be run for private 
profit. And through work such 
as my Railways Bill I’ve been 
highlighting the benefits of 
keeping services in public 
hands. Now I’m stepping 
up the fight for our public 
services.

Inspired by the fantastic ‘We 
Own It’ campaign, I’m putting 
forward a new Public Services 
Users Bill which would make 
public ownership the default 
option before any service is 
sold off. For more information 
or to sign up go to  
dft.ba/-4caroline

Join me in the Fight to 
Keep Public Services in 
Public Hands. Appeal 
from Caroline Lucas MP
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But Labour and Conservative councillors said “No, you shouldn’t decide.”

Protecting 
those in 
greatest need 
is what you 
voted for. 
It’s what the 
Greens are 
for: looking 

after everyone, not just the 
few. Green councillors put 
forward a budget for next year 
that would do just that, and 
protect the services that affect 
people in need. Their proposed 
council tax increase would 
have triggered a citywide 
referendum, allowing you to 
decide the level of services.

Sadly, the opposition parties 
voted down the budget. The 
Conservatives are committed 
to slashing public services 
so unsurprisingly their 
councillors voted against the 
increases; however, it was 
particularly disappointing that 
the Labour group were not 
willing to vote to protect those 
in urgent need.

Councillor Jason Kitcat, Leader 
of Brighton & Hove City 

Council, said: “Only Greens 
proposed a long term plan to 
protect services and jobs now 
and into the future. In the face 
of widespread support for 
our plans, including from the 
GMB and UNISON unions, we 
are deeply disappointed that 
they were blocked by the other 
parties.” 

Following weeks of debate and 
negotiations, Green councillors 
chose to break the deadlock 
and reluctantly voted for a  
1.99% budget to pass for the 
next financial year.

Cross-party negotiations 
resulted in a successful 
all-party amendment 
incorporating proposals which 
provided extra funding for 
the Able & Willing social 
enterprise, third sector grants, 
Pride, supported employment 
for the disabled and children’s 
services.

Councillor Jason Kitcat, added: 
“Labour and the Tories have 
stuck their heads in the sand, 
ignoring the long-term threat 
from Westminster to local 

services. Labour’s support 
for the Tory tax freeze in 
2012 and now their blocking 
of the 4.75% referendum 
means we will be almost 
£7 million worse off for the 
2014/15 financial year. While 
the budget that was passed 
offers some short-term help 
to some services, it is cold 
comfort against the backdrop 
of government austerity plans 
running until at least 2020.

“We will continue to do the 
best we possibly can to protect 
services, despite the extra cuts 
imposed by Labour and their 
refusal to let the people of 
Brighton & Hove decide.

 “For the good of the city I call 
on all councillors, especially 
Labour, to put aside their 
short-term politicking and 
work with us to find a way 
around the financial cliff-edge 
we face next year. We cannot 
let politicians’ electioneering 
get in the way of doing the 
best for our city. We renew our 
call to put our city first.”
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City news

People’s £££
exeter Street CHurCH 
HALL

Congratulations to Prestonville 
residents and supporters 
for winning ‘The People’s 
Millions Phone Vote’ and 
securing £50,0000 from The 
National Lottery towards 
making Exeter Street Church 
Hall a community owned and 
managed space! Green MP 
Caroline Lucas bought the very 
first share.

She Skates
uK SKAteBOArDING 
CHAMPION trAINING 
FeMALe SKAteBOArDerS IN 
BrIGHtON

UK Skateboarding Champion 
Lucy Adams offers weekly 
training sessions with group 
‘She Shredders’. She Shredders 
was set up in January 2013 
by Brighton Youth Centre 
with support from Brighton 
& Hove City Council’s sports 
development team. 

The members of the 30 
strong group are mainly aged 
between 18 to 30 years old. 
Louise Ting, aged 22, joined the 
She Shredders in the summer 
after seeing an advert. Louise 
said:

“It can be intimidating to go 
out to the public skateparks by 
yourself, not because the other 
skaters are unpleasant but 
because they are all so good! 
I’ve improved much faster 
being in a friendly group who 
are also new to skateboarding.”

There are Thursday evening 
sessions at Brighton Youth 

Centre Skatepark. The group 
also goes out to practice 
at skateboarding facilities 
around the city, including 
on the seafront and at the 
Level skatepark. A new She 
Shredders group started this 
month running on Saturday 
mornings.

The council’s sports 
development team helped 
set up the She Shredders and 
organises “Sportivate” courses 
providing skateboarding 
training to new recruits in a 
female only environment. The 
training helps the participants 
build skills and experience in a 
traditionally male-dominated 
sport.

Cllr Geoffrey Bowden, chair 
of the economic development 
and culture committee, said: 

“The She Shredders are 
passionate about their 
sport and their enthusiasm 
encourages others to join in. 

“There was much talk of an 
Olympic legacy at the start of 
the year and the She Shredders 
are following on in style from 
the 2012 sporting successes.”

Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb, aka The Green Party’s Jenny Jones 
with Councillor Sue Shanks, Chair of Children and Young Peoples Com-
mittee and Ward councillor for Withdean, on a visit to Moulsecoomb 
primary school. 

photo: brighton argus

Fair Pay  
for what 
you do
SNAPSHOt vIewPOINt

SHArON HAMLIN – A PuBLIC 
SeCtOr wOrKer’S vIew 
ON LASt yeAr’S MuNICIPAL 
wOrKerS’ ALLOwANCeS 
DISPute

When I’ve talked to people 
about the situation which 
led to the strike by Cityclean 
workers in Brighton and Hove 
last summer I found that an 
issue which was not well 
understood was that until 
Government regulations were 
enacted in 2009 many women 
had been paid less than men 
for doing the same work.

As a local government 
employee working in social 
care in a neighbouring local 
council I witnessed the ‘single 
status’ changes which had 
been introduced by law in all 
councils across the country. 
‘Single status’ legislation 
meant that unequal pay scales 
would be abolished and a 
much fairer system of pay 
would be introduced for all 
council workers regardless 
of gender, profession or age. 
Whilst residential care workers 
and others in the social care 
profession were pleased 
to receive compensation 
payments in recognition that 
they had not received equal 
pay for comparable work, 
I know some felt that they 
could have benefited from the 

additional money they now 
receive during all the previous 
years when money had been 
tight.

For example, in Brighton 
and Hove allowances which 
could include pay for shift 
and weekend working were 
not adjusted at the same time 
as equal pay for comparable 
work. The Conservative and 
Labour Parties when they were 
in charge of the council failed 
to resolve this issue and had 
let the situation drift.

In Brighton and Hove the 
situation was  unusually 
complicated as different 
allowances had originated 

within the three councils 
of East Sussex, Brighton 
Borough and Hove Borough. 
The Brighton and Hove City 
Council Green administration 
which had inherited this 
situation needed to take action 
both to ensure pay parity and 
to avoid costly legal challenges 
(as happened in Birmingham 
City Council where the council 
incurred huge legal costs). 
Ideally all the allowances 
would have been levelled 
upwards so that no group of 
workers were paid less but this 
was not possible due to the 
massive financial implications.

In Brighton and Hove settling 
the issue of levelling the 
allowances meant that many 
workers especially women 
received increases whilst other 
workers’ allowances would be 
reduced to ensure everyone 
was paid the same.

Settling the allowances means 
that women have finally 
achieved pay parity in these 
local government positions.

Settling the 
allowances means 
that women have 
finally achieved 
pay parity in these 
local government 
positions.

Frack free
PeNSION FuNDS INveStING  
IN FrACKING CONCerNS

The Green administration on 
Brighton & Hove City Council 
has called on East Sussex 
Pension Fund to divest itself of 
fracking and other unethical 
investments such as tobacco.

“We are calling on East Sussex 
Pension Fund to change its 
investment approach to put 
ethical and local concerns 
first. While the fund’s first 
duty must be to ensure 
there is enough to pay for its 
members’ retirement incomes, 
we believe this can be done 
effectively without supporting 
industries which devastate 

the environment and people’s 
health,” said Green council 
leader Cllr Jason Kitcat. “All 
those who rely on the scheme 
should be able to feel confident 
in its ethics as well as its finan- 
cial probity.”

The pension fund is run for 
council workers, teachers, fire- 
man and other public sector 
workers in Brighton & Hove 
and East Sussex. It is overseen 
by a panel of councillors, of 
which there is only one Green 
member.

Cllr Leo Littman, Finance 
lead on Brighton & Hove City 
Council and Green member on 
the pension fund panel, com- 
mented “I’ve been pressing for 
some time now for the pension 

fund to review their approach 
in light of ethical and environ- 
mental concerns. Sadly that 
hasn’t gained much support 
from other panel members. 
Ultimately this major fund 
could be used for good, such as 
investing in key infrastructure 
and housing developments in 
our region rather than tobacco 
plantations half-way around 
the world, or fracking on our 
doorstep.”

“All those who rely on 
the scheme should be 
able to feel confident 
in its ethics as well as 
its financial probity.”
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your candidates

your voice  
in europe
The South East region has 10 MEPs. Keith Taylor is 
the current Green Party Member of the European 
Parliament for the South East region, and is the leading 
Green candidate in the upcoming election.

On May 22 this year there will 
be an election to choose the 
10 members of the european 
Parliament to represent you 
and the south east of england.

Currently there are 58 
Green MEPs in the European 
Parliament in Brussels, working 
together on a range of issues, 
from the environment to 
animal rights, clean energy and 
human rights.

Keith Taylor is the current 
Green MEP for the region. He 
is very active in the MEP office 
and is heavily involved in 
opposing shale gas fracturing 
in the UK. He is also working 
in support of the “Twenty is 
Plenty” speed limit campaign, 
to end violence against LGBT 
people. He is committed to 
working to keep the UK in the 
European Union. 

He has also campaigned 
tirelessly to prevent cruel live 
animal exports from Dover 
and Ramsgate in Kent.

In the European Parliament 
he is involved in European 
Parliamentary Committees for 
Transport and Tourism, and 
Development. Taylor is also 
a parliamentary member of 
the Group of the Greens and 
European Free Alliance.

He was a member of the 
Delegation to Palestine and 
travelled to Pennsylvania, on a 
fracking finding mission. 

Previously he was a Brighton 
and Hove City councillor for 11 
years and Green Group Leader 
for nine of those years.

Councillor Alexandra Phillips 
is the second candidate for the 
South East’s election.

The youngest councillor on 
Brighton & Hove City Council 
at 27, Alex is a secondary 
school teacher of French and 
German. 

Alex was elected to the city 
council for Goldsmid ward in 
July 2009, winning The Greens 
first ever seat in Hove, from the 
Conservatives. She was then 
re-elected in 2011. 

Alex has worked in public 
affairs, an international 
human rights charity, and in 
the European Parliament. She 
is an experienced campaigner, 
with a keen interest in 
equalities, trade and peace 
issues. If elected, she will work 
on LGBT rights and animal 
welfare. 

to help the campaign go to 
segreens.com

Comedian, journalist, 
political commentator and 
thoroughly nice bloke, Mark 
Steel, was at emporium, on 
London road, Brighton at the 
end of January to lend his 
support to Green MP, Caroline 
Lucas’s re-election campaign. 
Hundreds of supporters packed 
into Emporium to listen to 
him speak. They also bid for 
Caroline’s ‘No More page 3’ 
tee shirt, famously worn to 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
in the House of Commons, 
which was won by one of 
Lick Yoghurt team. Lick were 
sponsoring the event with 
samples of their delicious iced 
yogurt, considered by all to be 
the most delicious dessert in 
Brighton. The ‘No More page 
3’ tee shirt will be worn by 
a mannequin at Lick’s new 
offices in New England House.

Mark Steel backs Caroline 
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your view

Greenest Government?
David Cameron promised us ‘The Greenest Government ever’ in 2010. Three years later  
he wanted to ‘cut the green crap’. Ollie Sykes, a Green Councillor and environmental expert, 
assesses the environmental impact of the Coalition Government

As Florida froze and relentless 
storms battered us this Christmas we 
wondered what was going on with our 
climate. After learning about the latest 
government initiative on transport, 
home energy efficiency, waste 
management or carbon reduction, 
we’re also wondering what on earth 
David Cameron meant by ‘Greenest 
Government Ever’. 

Here’s a review of what our Coalition 
government has been up to over the 
last three years.

Flood risk management ditched 
2013 storms broke all records. The 
need for the country to be prepared 
in the face of increasing flood risk 
was highlighted in the Coalition’s 
programme for government and is 
a major part of the climate change 
adaptation agenda. More than 300 
died in England in the 1953 floods: 
in 2013 flood related deaths were 
in single figures. This is down to the 
success of flood defences, but in the 
Environment Agency there’s a whole 
flood management system under 
threat from cuts. Capital spend on flood 
defences is being kept even (at about 
half the level recommended by David 
King, the ex-Chief Scientific Advisor), 
but the latest round of cuts will see 
more than 550 jobs in flood-related 
work being slashed. Charles Tucker, 
Chair of the National Flood Forum: 
“The government is wringing its hands 
while the waters rise, while squeezing 
the life out of the bodies they made 
responsible for tackling flooding”.

Home energy inefficiency  
In Brighton and Hove we have a large 
number of inefficient old properties 
that could benefit from access to 
cheap energy efficiency measures. The 
Green Deal was one of the Coalition’s 
flagship initiatives, aiming to end fuel 
poverty, reduce CO2 emissions and 
support the home energy efficiency 

industry. Householders would pay for 
the installations, plus interest, through 
their electricity and gas bills. An early 
target was for one million homes to 
be signed up to the Green Deal by May 
2015. 

This target has no chance of being 
achieved. People are unwilling or 
unable to pay Green Deal interest rates 
of up to 7%. In the first ten months of 
the Green Deal, just 384 households 
signed up. The number of UK homes 
fitted with energy efficiency measures 
has plummeted. This impacts fuel 
poverty, winter deaths, greenhouse 
gas emissions and the industries 
expecting to grow on the back of this 
policy. Andrew Warren, Chair of the 
Association for the Conservation of 
Energy, used the term “unmitigated 
disaster” to describe a relevant 
Minister’s performance on home 
energy efficiency.

Dark Satanic Mills? 
The UK is a world leader in its target 
for CO2 emission reduction, aiming to 
reduce emissions by 2020 by 30%, from 
1990 levels. The wider European target 
is 20% and the UK government has 
also tried (and failed) to get the higher 
target taken on by the rest of Europe. 
Great target – but that’s where it ends. 

In 2012, the UK’s CO2 emissions rose, 
as power stations burned more coal. 
A further problem is the lack of a 
clear target for decarbonisation of our 
electricity supply. The recent Energy 
Bill was supposed to incorporate this, 
but didn’t.

transport – u turn ahead 
The abandonment of the Fuel Duty 
Escalator has cost the Treasury almost 
£6bn in the past three years.

And what about no new runway for 
London? Decision put off till after the 
2015 election to allow a claim of no 
U-turn, but U-turn there has been. 
There was also an abandoned promise 
to change Air Passenger Duty to a 
whole-flight levy, to encourage carriers 
to maximise seat use on planes. 

Green shoots abandoned 
We have the first White Paper on the 
Natural Environment in 20 years 
and a new Biodiversity Strategy. The 
government has named 27 new Marine 
Conservation Zones, with more on the 

way. One of the new MCZs (Beachy 
Head West) is within Brighton and 
Hove’s formal boundaries. This is all 
good news. 

Of course there’s a catch. Funding 
for the bodies which care for our 
natural environment has been cut 
more than most. Natural England, 
the Environment Agency, the 
Forestry Commission and the Marine 
Management Organisation now have 
fewer staff and fewer resources on 
habitat and species protection, with 
more cuts coming. 

If environmental policy continues on 
its current track, David Cameron will 
need swimming trunks for his next PR 
visit to the Arctic, and this green and 

pleasant land will become merely the 
stuff that dreams are made of.

(With acknowledgement and thanks 
to Haymarket Media Group for quotes 
from articles in the ENDS report 
archives)

For the full article go to  
www.brightonhovegreens.org

If environmental policy 
continues on its current 
track, David Cameron will 
need swimming trunks 
for his next PR visit to the 
Arctic
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GreenLeaf Focus

A breath of fresh air
Roadworks, cycle lanes and 20MPH. Is our city becoming safer and nicer to live in?  
Tom Williams investigates.

the Greens were elected 
in 2011 on a manifesto to 
improve cycling, introduce 
20mph speed limits in 
residential areas, civilise the 
streets and make sustainable 
transport the option of choice.

The city had often been listed 
in the worst 10% of UK cities 
for road traffic accidents. By 
road length, it was the fourth 
worst outside London. 

The Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Lead Member for 
transport Councillor Ian Davey 
led the drive to implement 
the Greens’ bold plans. Green 
Leaf caught up with Ian to see 
if he was making headway 
with the promises and what 
Brightonians thought about 
them. 

“Our vision is to civilise the 
streets and to make the city a 
nicer place to live and travel 
in,” he said. “Currently people 
in the suburbs don’t have as 
good transport options as 
those in the centre of the city. 
We want people to choose to 
walk, to cycle or use public 
transport, not because it’s the 
right thing to do but because 
it is the best thing for them. 
We need to make that a reality 
for as many people as possible 
in this city as it isn’t at the 
moment.”

The changes are showing 
remarkable results. Accidents 
on Brighton & Hove’s roads 
have fallen by 12.5% since the 
Greens took office, according 
to a major survey by the 
Department for Transport. 
This is far higher than the 
average across the South East 
which fell by just 1%. Survey 
results also show that the 
city’s roadside air quality has 
improved markedly over two 
years. More people are cycling, 
walking and taking the bus 
and fewer are driving. 

Seven Dials 
The Seven Dials roundabout 
was chaotic and the second 
worst junction in the city 
for casualties. There were 41 

collisions over the last four 
years with 44 casualties, 18 
involving cyclists. “It didn’t 
work for anybody”, says Ian 
Davey, “not for drivers, for 
pedestrians and it certainly 
didn’t work for cyclists.” The 
problems at this site have been 
known for years but only the 
Greens have been prepared to 
tackle them. 

The junction has been 
dramatically transformed with 
a longer oval traffic island 
replacing the lethal mini-
roundabout. High quality 
paving has been introduced 
and street clutter - including 
pavement railings, which 
aren’t believed to have any 
impact on safety - has been 
removed. Trees have been 
planted, and benches and 
cycle racks added. “It’s a real 
demonstration of how good 
quality transport projects can 
not only make the transport 
work much better but also 
transform and regenerate the 
local environment,” says Ian.

The whole project cost about 
£800,000 with £300,000 
coming from the government’s 
Safer Junctions Fund. Traffic 
engineers say the changes 
allow vehicles to merge 
more gradually rather than 
converging on a single point 
creating calmer traffic. Zebra 
crossings have replaced 
pedestrian lights. “The red 
lights often weren’t necessary” 
explains Ian. “People would 

walk up, press the button but 
if nothing was coming they 
would cross. Any approaching 
vehicle would still have to 
wait. This wasted time for 
pedestrians and drivers.”

The changes have been 
enthusiastically received by 
residents and local businesses. 
One Seven Dials trader said 
he has already seen footfall 
increase and that driving 
around the Dials as he does 

several times a day is much 
quicker and easier. Jo, a local 
mum who walks her son to 
school across the Dials says 
the new zebra crossings have 
taken at least five minutes off 
her journey. “It’s an absolutely 
brilliant job,” she said. “The 
work looks fantastic and I’ve 
been amazed at how quickly 
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Above: Seven Dials before
Below: Caroline Lucas MP at the 
recently revamped Seven Dials 
junction

Jo, a local 
mum, 
says the 
new zebra 
crossings 
have taken 
five minutes 
off the walk 
to school.

Before

After
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A vision for our city

At 20mph there is a 2.5% 
chance of being killed.  
It’s 20% at 30mph.

such a major transformation 
has been achieved. The 
whole process, including the 
inevitable diversions and road 
closures, has been really well-
managed, with no fuss and 
surprisingly little disruption 
(and very friendly, patient and 
efficient workmen!).”

Lewes road 
Major redevelopment work has 
also been completed on Lewes 
Road. A 2009 study showed 
that between 50,000 and 
75,000 journeys were made 
each day along Lewes Road, 
the majority by private cars 
with one occupant. There were 
problems with air pollution, 
congestion and cyclists being 
put off because they felt 
unsafe due to the narrow, and 
frequently obstructed, cycle 
paths and fast traffic. In 2009 
only about 2% of journeys 
were by bike.

“Before the scheme 45% of the 
people who travelled down 
the road did so by bus but they 
didn’t have 45% of the space. 
We’ve reallocated the space in 
proportion to usage,” explains 
Ian Davey.

The scheme appears to have 
had a wholly positive impact 
on road users. The newly 
introduced bus lanes have 
resulted in an increase in the 
number of bus passengers 
from 15.3 million in 2012 to 
16.4 million in 2013, partly 
due to mostly shorter journey 
times for buses. There has also 
been a 41% increase in taxi use 
as taxis are given access to the 
new bus lanes as well. 

Andrew Boag, the Chair of 
Brighton Area Buswatch said: 

“The Lewes Road scheme 
has resulted in big benefits 
for bus users. Bus services 

have become more reliable 
because journey times are 
more consistent. Innovative 
bus stop islands minimise 
the conflict between buses 
and cyclists while the new 
shelters and real time signs 
create an attractive waiting 
environment.”

The highlight is 12 ground-
breaking, cyclist-friendly 
‘floating’ bus stops which 
allow cyclists to go around 
instead of overtaking buses 
pulling in and out of stops. 
Gillian Love, a PhD student, 
uses the cycle lanes to travel 
to the University of Sussex 
campus at Falmer three 
times a week. She said “one 
of the most stressful things 
about cycling on Lewes Road 
(especially at busy times) was 
buses constantly going in and 
out of bus stops. I’m never 
certain that bus drivers have 
seen me as they signal to leave 
a bus stop, and when it was 
busy I’d find myself having to 
dodge the same bus several 
times as it slowly made its way 
from bus stop to bus stop. It’s 
so much less stressful now.” 
Transport for London are keen 
to adopt the idea for their own 
city. 

Low emissions zones 
“Air quality in Brighton has 

been an issue forever. We’ve 
had air quality management 
in the city for the last ten 
years. It’s improved in some 
areas but not in others,” says 
Ian. Long term exposure to air 
pollution has been associated 
with heart and lung diseases 
and aggravates respiratory 
problems such as asthma. 

Out of 46 monitoring stations 
across the city, 44 showed an 
improvement in 2012 but two 
didn’t – North Street and the 
Clock tower. This area will 
become the heart of Brighton’s 
first Low Emission Zone (LEZ) 
which will stretch from the 
bottom of North Street, along 
Western Road, to Palmeira 
Square in Hove. 

Diesel bus engines are big 
offenders in the fight for 
clean air. The Green Council 
is working with the bus 
companies to create a cleaner 
bus fleet. By 2015, anyone 
wanting to declare a new bus 
service can only use cleanest 
‘Euro V’ buses.

20MPH 
The council’s ‘tracker’ report 
which measures public 
opinion repeatedly identifies 
our priority is road safety on 
the streets we live on. 

“Reducing traffic speed is 
the single most effective 
way to reduce the number of 
casualties”, says Ian. A Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents study showed that 
if a pedestrian is hit by a car 
travelling at 20mph there is 
a 2.5% chance of them being 
killed compared to a 20% 
chance at 30mph. 20mph also 
improves the quality of life 
and encourages more walking 
and cycling.  

20mph speed limits were 
introduced in central 
Brighton in April 2013. Initial 
monitoring shows a 16-20% 
reduction in collisions and 
casualties. Phase two has been 
given the go ahead and will be 
implemented in June. Despite 
opposition parties voting to 
take some streets out, last in 
December, most of the Green 
plan is still in place. Almost 
15,000 people responded to 
the consultation on phase 
two, making it one of the 
city’s biggest. The majority 
of residents in the phase two 
area supported 20mph on 
their street. Phase three will be 
consulted on later in the year.

Brighton Station 
The redevelopment of Brighton 
station has improved life for 
thousands of commuters and 
visitors. The cycle parking was 
moved to make room for stalls, 
more space has been created 
on the concourse making room 
for more ticket machines and 
shops and it is now better set 
up with a new ticket office and 
departures board. 

Work has begun outside – 
improving the pavements, 
roads and traffic layout. A bike 
hub will be developed around 
the back, with three-storey 
cycle parking, a bike shop and 
cafe. 

“We want to give people a 
better welcome to Brighton”, 
says Ian, “it’s another box 
ticked on the projects that 
have needed to be tackled for 
years”.

Parking charges 
In the Greens third budget all 
parking charges are frozen or 
reduced – some for the second 
year running. Resident parking 
permit prices are not going up 
either.

“We’ve made some sensible 
adjustments”, explains Ian, 
“we’ve reduced the Sunday 
prices in the London Road car 
park as there are a lot of Faith 
communities around there 
and they want to use it on a 
Sunday. 

“We’re trying to get people to 
use Regency Square Car Park to 
relieve pressure on Churchill 
Square, so we’ve reduced the 
prices here. It’s quite hidden, 
people drive straight past on 
the way to Churchill Square 
but if more people parked here 
it would reduce congestion.”

These projects are 
revolutionising the way we 
move around our city. Greens 
have shown they can make 
bold moves to save lives and 
improve neighbourhoods. 
From cleaning the air to 
reducing fatalities, Greens 
are keeping their promises 
and have proven incredibly 
successful in attracting 
national interest and funding 
– keeping Brighton & Hove 
moving whilst keeping all road 
users safe. 

Below: Councillor Ian Davey

20mph speed limits were 
introduced in central 
Brighton in April 2013. 
Initial monitoring shows 
a 16-20% reduction in 
collisions and casualties.



Demand massively outstrips 
supply for housing in 
Brighton & Hove. rents from 
private landlords are some 
of the highest in the country, 
previous governments sold off 
much of our council housing 
and and homelessness is on 
the increase. 

From the Coalition 
government’s cruel ‘bedroom 
tax’ to austerity measures 
pushing up the numbers of 
people needing assistance 
from the council the picture 
looks bleak. But ir’s not all bad 
news.

Work starts in the spring on 
Brighton and Hove’s largest 
new council housing scheme 
for many years – an £8.3 
million scheme of 45 extra-
care flats for older people. 
First stage of the project is the 
demolition of a block of long-
empty bed-sits for older people 
in Albion Street. The new 

homes will rise from the site. 
“The old flats had been empty 
for several years,” said Green 
Housing Chair Bill Randall. 
“Not only are we putting the 
site to good use to provide new 
homes, we are also getting rid 
of a local eyesore. The flats had 
been vandalised, squatted and 

were a dumping ground for all 
kinds of rubbish, from refuse 
to refrigerators.”

The 45 flats are the central part 
of a new programme of more 
than 100 new council houses 
and flats across the city. They 
will be completed in 2015. One 
new family house was recently 
completed in Ditchling Road 
– the first started and finished 
under the Green council. 
17 new flats are planned 
for the Manor Place Estate, 
Whitehawk, and 40 more on 
redundant garage sites and 
other small parcels of council 
owned land. 

“The number of names on 
the city’s housing waiting list 
has gone up by 25 per cent to 
more than17,000 and street 
homelessness by more than a 
third since the Tory/Lib Dem 
coalition came to power,” said 
Bill Randall, “and every new 
home we provide is precious. 
We will be bringing more 
homes into the programme 
during the next 18 months. 

“Between 2007 and 2011, the 
Tories managed to build just 
15 new council homes. Labour 
gave up building council 
homes many years ago. Indeed, 
in 2006 they tried to privatise 
the council stock by selling it 
off to a housing association. 
Fortunately, the tenants voted 
overwhelmingly against what 
would have been a disastrous 
move. In the expectation of 
the sale going through, Labour 
had neglected the repair 
and maintenance of estates. 
Standards fell way below those 
of other councils. The Tories, 
to their credit, pushed on with 
improving homes to a national 
agreed standard. We have 
completed that work. When it 
comes to social housing, the 
message is quite clear: you 
can’t trust Labour.”

To tackle homelessness the 
council has given planning 
permission for an imaginative 
solution from the Brighton 
Housing Trust.

Converted shipping containers 
have been transformed into 36 
temporary studio homes. They 
are in three and five storey 
blocks, with balconies and 
external stairs to the upper 
levels, linked by walkways. 

The containers have been 
placed on land that was used 
as a scrap metal yard in a car 
park in New England Road. 

Brighton Housing Trust 
saw this as a move on from 
supported housing and are 
allocating the containers to 
people with a connection to 
the city.

Another way of tackling the 
problem is to bring empty 
houses back into use. 

Our empty property team 
bring around 150 properties 

a year back to use but we 
need to bring significantly 
more back. I am convinced 
that if more owners knew the 
benefits of working with us, 
the majority of them would be 
bringing their empty homes 
back to use with our financial 
help and support.

There are often complex 
reasons why a home is empty 
and we try to avoid penalising 
those who have genuine 
reasons, so we try to work with 
owners to bring properties 
back to use rather than taking 
enforcement action.”

More than £3 million in 
funding has been given to 
Brighton & Hove City Council 
and Lewes District Council by 
the Homes & Communities 
Agency which will be used 
as an incentive for this new 
leasing scheme. Interested 
empty property owners are 
advised to come forward 
quickly because the funding is 
limited.
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Solving the housing crisis
From high rents to long council waiting lists housing in our city  
has been one of the greatest challenges facing the Greens.  
Bill Randall writes about what they have been  
doing to sort out the mess.

Brighton private  
new builds

“we will be bringing more 
homes into the programme 
during the next 18 months.”

photo: www.charlottemacpherson.co.uk

Converted shipping containers 
have been transformed into 36 
temporary studio homes.



One of the things I love about 
conservation volunteering 
is when you suddenly 
realise the larger impact 
of seemingly insignificant, 
humble actions. Conservation 
doesn’t really lend itself to 
these moments – after all, 
conservation is a lot of hard 
graft; it takes years of work, 
often repetitive, physical work 
(and believe me, I’ve done a 
lot of scrub-bashing in my 
time), to preserve a site or 
the population of a species, 
let alone improve it. And the 
animals and plants don’t 
thank you back – they’re more 
likely to fill you with thorns 
and leave you going home 
bruised and cussing. So I am 
grateful to Special Branch Tree 
Nursery for giving me one of 
these rare moments.

Special Branch Tree Nursery is 
one of the last plots you come 

to as you walk through the 
allotments behind Stanmer 
House. I arrived for one of their 
regular volunteer workdays 
with the winter sun straight 
in my eyes, squinting to make 
out the small plot and the 
people working on the eight 
beds with their neatly laid 
out rows of tree saplings. Each 
patch had its own distinctive 
shape, texture and colour; 
shiny, densely packed green 
of the yew, papery yellow of 
the hornbeam, the tall whippy 
willow. I must admit, it did 
not look like anything special 
on first glance. Not like the 
glass and chrome and x-ray 
equipment and airlocks at 
the Millennium Seedbank in 
Wakehurst Place, which we 
visited a week later. But this 
muddy half-acre, with its 
weather-beaten polytunnel 
and roughened wooden work-
cum-lunch bench is connected 

to the seedbank, to the whole 
of Sussex and beyond – in fact 
it is one of, I believe, very few 
ventures which are sustaining 
our native tree populations.  

Chris, Special Branch’s co-
ordinator, with his grey 
curly hair sticking out in all 
directions from under his 
fleecy hat, explains that they 
supply trees to the South 
Downs National Park, and, if 
this were not enough, to the 
Wildlife Trusts, Local ‘Friends 
of’ Nature Reserves groups, 
schools, the University of 
Brighton, and numerous others 
who want a mix of native 
saplings for their garden 
hedgerow, or their community 
woodland project. As if to 
give proof, a lady interrupts 
our conversation to collect 
some trees for a work day in 
Hollingbury woods, which just 
happens to be at the end of my 
street. They seem to supply 
almost everybody.

Including zoos. “Zoos?” I ask, 
surprised. “Oh yeah” says 
Chris, without batting an 
eyelid, “London Zoo. Edinburgh 
University was doing some 
research into the nutritional 
requirements of exotic 

herbivores. Turns out Giraffes 
like Field Maple just as much 
as Acacia, so they don’t have to 
ship in all this expensive food 
from abroad. They’ve planted 
a coppice there, on the Regents 
Canal embankment, to supply 
the animals with fodder. We 
give them 200 trees a year, and 
we got a nice little trip up too”. 
“Giraffes can survive on Field 
Maple?” I ask, incredulous. 
“Well, they like it,” says Chris.

Chris is one of four people 
who founded Special Branch 
seventeen years ago. The 
others have moved on and 
it’s just him now. He does 
it completely voluntarily. 
“It’s more admin now,” he 
explains, with a slight sigh. 
“With email and text and 
stuff, you can’t just have 
one phone call and ask the 
client to come up. You end up 
having a whole conversation 
discussing whether to include 
both types of buckthorn in 
the mix”. “What’s the bit that’s 

not admin?” I ask. Quite a lot, 
it turns out. Firstly, collecting 
the seeds in the autumn; from 
chasing squirrels off hazelnuts 
to pushing yew berries 
through a sieve to remove 
the slimy, gelatinous red 
outer coating (not poisonous, 
although Chris wouldn’t 
recommend eating it, but 
knows someone who did) 
from the black central seed 
(poisonous). Then something 
called ‘stratifying’, a cold 
process which tells the seeds 
that they have been in the 
soil and winter has passed, 
germinating them, potting 
them up and planting them 
out. They’re then fed over the 
summer by a combination 
of site-grown compost, 
liquid seaweed and nettle 
“home-brew”. All this is done 
completely by hand, with no 
mechanisation. And it’s all 
done by volunteers at once-
weekly workdays (Fridays, 10 
til 3).

Special branch
Claire Robertson discovers our native tree population being saved from Stanmer Park  
(and which trees giraffes like best.)
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“Giraffes can survive 
on Field Maple?” I ask, 
incredulous. “well, they 
like it,” says Chris.

photo: www.charlottemacpherson.co.uk

they’re fed over the summer 
with liquid seaweed and 
nettle “home-brew”. 
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Standing up for local 
business

How has your experience in 
business, and as a business 
owner informed and 
influenced your role at the 
Chamber?
Over the last 101 years, 
Brighton Chamber has been 
run by local business people, 
so I’m just one in a very long 
line of people who have 
volunteered their time to build 
the business community in 
the city. Of course, my work at 
my consultancy company, the 
Joy of Business, means that 
I’m working every day with 
companies in the city to help 
them develop and grow their 
businesses, so this gives me a 
really good picture of what’s 
happening on the ground and 
some great detail on which 
issues are affecting businesses 
day to day.

what role do you think 
Brighton’s cafe and pub 
culture plays in networking 
and business development?
A lot of work gets done by 
people plugged into laptops 
and having meetings in our 
independent coffee shops. It 
means that there’s an informal 
network of people to tap into 
– I often see Chamber friends 

when I’m having meetings 
in Cafe Delice or Coffee at 33. 
And I’m sure all that quality 
caffeine helps with the city’s 
productivity too.

what do you value most about 
being Chamber president?
I’m proud of how much the 
Chamber has grown in recent 
years, how we’ve been able 
to shift the debate in the city 
towards local business being a 
force for good in the city and 
getting recognition for this. In 
particular, Brighton has the 
only business-led campaign for 
the Living Wage in the world, 
and I think the fact that the 
campaign is run by businesses, 
rather than the local authority, 
or a stand alone campaign 
group has led to our record 
level of sign ups.
I love putting people together, 
and seeing how they might 
be able to work together or 
help one another. We have 
half a dozen networking, 
political debating and social 
events every month, including 
our Inspirational Breakfasts, 
so I get to match make and 
introduce people on a larger 
scale.

what personal qualities have 
been most important in this 
role?
Running a membership group, 
like running a business, 
presents many challenges 
and obstacles along the way. 
It helps that I’m a natural 
optimist, and tend to see the 
good side of things, otherwise 
sometimes it might feel like 
pushing a big boulder up a 
steep hill for years. And I have 
an irreverent sense of humour, 
so that helps when you have 
to go to complex meetings 
with very important people 
or appear on the national 
news – it’s a lot less scary if 
you can see the funny side of 
things, like the homeless guy 
who came up to me when I 
was with the Channel 4 news 
crew and told us where we 
could get some free soup and 
sandwiches while we were 
waiting to film live from the 
bandstand.

what’s been your most 
memorable moment in this 
role so far?
I can be a teensy bit 
competitive, so when I was 
speaking at the Chamber 
Big Debate in favour of the 
business community adopting 
the Living Wage for the city 
and I WON, I was very happy. 
Especially when everyone had 
told me that this was going to 
be a very controversial debate, 
and we won by 87% in favour.

what are the challenges?
Many business issues emanate 
from national or global 
economic issues, so there are 
limits to what we can do as a 
local Chamber, and there have 
been difficult times in the past 
few years. But we can do our 

best to make Brighton a great 
place to do business, and make 
sure we can all support one 
another.

Looking ahead, how can the 
local council best support 
business in Brighton?
I think the Council’s job is to 
make the city run as efficiently 
as possible. So improving 
transport is a big issue, we 
need to be able to get around 
the city easily without 
wasting time in traffic. And 
the Council needs to push as 
hard as possible on superfast 
broadband for the city – this 
is the single biggest thing that 
could improve productivity 
and attract new business to 
Brighton and Hove, and we 
need it now.

As ambassador for business, 
what’s on your wish list for 
2014?
Oh, I could give you a list 
to take up your entire 
publication!
Here are a few: 
•Make our tourist attractions 
much better so we attract 
visitors who spend good 
money here, not the day 
trippers who maybe buy a 
coffee. 
•Better infrastructure, 
broadband, parking, public 
transport, trains, links to the 
rest of the coastal towns… 
•Stop seeing business as the 
enemy – we’re nice guys who 
make things happen, and we 
pay tax which helps other 
people who need support.

Julia Chanteray, President of the Brighton and Hove Chamber of Commerce talks to  
Rebecca Duffy about supporting business in the city.

Julia Chanteray is a 
regular writer and 
speaker on business 
issues, and was the 
resident business 
expert on Channel 4’s 
Risking It All.

You can read Julia 
Chanteray Talks, Julia’s blog and keep up to 
date with her thinking about what is really 
happening in the world of small business at:  
http://www. businessinbrighton. org.uk/
members/joybusiness#sthash.MQUSujiK.dpuf

“A lot of work gets done 
by people plugged into 
laptops and having 
meetings in our 
independent coffee shops.”

Left: Caroline Lucas speaking to 
customers at Lush, Brighton



your 
neighbourhood

Brunswick & Adelaide
Phelim 
MacCafferty  
Tel: 291357
@Phelimmac

Ollie Sykes   
Tel: 291413

Central Hove

Christopher 
Hawtree 
Tel: 291144
@chrishawtree

Goldsmid

ruth Buckley  
Tel: 291135

rob Jarrett   
Tel: 291148

Alexandra  
Phillips   
Tel: 294539
@alexforgoldsmid

Hanover & elm Grove

Bill randall  
Tel: 294366
@BillRandallBHCC

Liz wakefield   
Tel: 291423
@LizGreenBH

Hollingdean & Stanmer

Sven rufus  
Tel: 296429
@SvenRufus

withdean
Sue Shanks  
Tel: 291410

Preston Park
Mike Jones  
Tel: 291149

Amy Kennedy   
Tel: 296445

Leo Littman   
Tel: 291152

Queen’s Park  
@QueensParkGreen

Geoffrey 
Bowden 
Tel: 291986
@The 
SussexSquare

Ben Duncan 
Tel: 296441
@KemptownBen

Stephanie 
Powell 
Tel: 291156

regency
Ania Kitcat 
Tel: 296447

Jason Kitcat   
Tel: 291011
@jasonkitcat

St Peter’s & North Laine

Ian Davey 
Tel: 296430

Lizzie Deane   
Tel: 291138

Pete west  
Tel: 296431

For more information on  
councillors, visit  
www.brightonhovegreens.org 

To email a councillor, write to:  
firstname.surname@brighton-hove.
gcsx.gov.uk

your Green Councillors
Brighton and Hove’s Green councillors are 
here to help you on issues that concern you 
most. You can follow some on Twitter, too.

Brighton & Hove primary 
schools buck national 
trends

Brighton primary school 
St Luke’s has been ranked  
‘outstanding’ under Ofsted’s 
tougher new regime.

Meanwhile an infant school in 
Hove is celebrating a double 
achievement – retaining its 
outstanding rating even after 
expanding onto a second site.

The inspectors said at St Luke’s 
pupils’ standards in reading, 
writing and maths are ‘very 
high’ across the school while 
teaching is of ‘consistently 
outstanding quality which 
enables pupils to achieve 
excellent results’.

St Luke’s pupils demonstrate a 
“substantial love of learning, a 
keen curiosity about the world 
and they enjoy challenging 
themselves,” they said. “Their 
behaviour and attitudes to 
learning are exemplary, and 
they feel safe and happy in 
school.”

St Luke’s, a much larger than 
the average-sized primary, has 
a range of pupils including 
more than the average with 
special educational needs 
as well as speech, language 
and communications needs. 
A small number have 
behavioural, emotional and 
social difficulties.

Cllr Sue Shanks, Chair of the 
Children & Young People 
Committee, said:

“Congratulations to everyone 
at St Luke’s Primary School 
who have demonstrated just 
how exciting and brilliant 
the first few precious years in 
school for our young children 
can be.

“The school’s headteacher is 
involved in a city-wide drive 
to improve schools and is 
also Chair of an outstanding 
partnership between local 
primary phase schools and 
the local secondary schools 
Dorothy Stringer and 
Varndean. This is just one 

element in our determined 
drive to offer the very best 
education for children across 
the city.”

Across the city, West Hove 
Infant school’s base in School 
Road was supplemented 
in 2011 by a second site on 
Connaught Road, making 
it one of the biggest infant 
schools in the country.

Ofsted identified ‘outstanding’ 
teaching, an ‘inspirational’ 
headteacher and a ‘dynamic’ 
senior leadership team as 
the key reasons why pupils 
make outstanding progress. 
Inspectors said that:

“Pupils make outstanding 
progress in the reception 
class and continue to make 
exceptional progress in years 
1 and 2.

“Teachers are exceptionally 
good at identifying the 
personal and social needs of all 
pupils.”

Headteacher Wendy Harkness 
said: “The most important 
thing at any school is what 
happens in the classroom.

“Our teachers, teaching 
assistants and support staff 
are the ones who really make 
the difference and I’m thrilled 
that their skills and sheer hard 
work have been recognised in 
this way.”

Preston Park traffic News

20 MPH 
Preston Park Ward Councillors 
Amy Kennedy, Leo Littman 
and Mike Jones supported 
residents petitioning for a 20 
mph speed limit on Stanford 
Ave and Preston Drove. The 
crossing points near Blakers 
Park are heavily used by 
pedestrians of all ages. Labour 
and Conservative Councillors 
on Transport and Environment 
Committee combined to vote 
to exclude these roads from 
the 20 mph zone extension. 
This has now been overturned 
and these roads will be 
included in phase two which 
will start in the summer.

Parking 
In July 2013 a new Controlled 
Parking Zone (CPZ) was 
introduced south of Stanford 
Avenue after 2 years of 
lobbying by residents and a 
re consultation process. The 
resulting displacement of 
vehicles to streets north of the 
zone has caused numerous 
parking problems for residents 
in the ‘Preston Park Triangle’ 
area. Following discussions 
with ward councillors 
and residents a parking 
consultation of the affected 
area has been fast tracked 
by Council Officers. The 
consultation process has now 
closed. Following an emphatic 
‘Yes’ vote from the residents, 
for the option of joining the 
existing scheme, the formal 
legal traffic orders will be 
advertised with the aim of the 
scheme coming into effect this 
summer.
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“Congratulations to 
everyone at St Luke’s 
Primary School who 
have demonstrated 
just how exciting 
and brilliant the first 
few precious years in 
school for our young 
children can be.”

News
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Caroline Lucas writes…

Please support us
Join the Green Party
http://join.greenparty.org.uk

Donate to the Green Party
To make a one-off donation, send a cheque  
payable to Brighton and Hove Green Party to  
BHGP, 39–41 Surrey Street, Brighton, BN1 3PB

Or donate online at:  
www.brightonhovegreens.org/donate.html

Standing order form
Please pay £  per month / quarter / year (delete as appropriate)

Starting on  (day / month / year) until you receive notice  
from me / us in writing.

Please cancel any previous standing orders to Brighton and Hove Green Party.

Name(s) 

Address 

Account no.           Sort code  

Signature

Please make payment to: The Co-Operative Bank, 1 Balloon Street, Manchester, M60 4EP

Account: Brighton and Hove Green Party; Sort code: 08-92-99; Account no. 65157011

Please return this form to:
Treasurer, BHGP, 39–41 Surrey Street, Brighton, BN1 3PB (NOT to your bank) Promoted by the Brighton and Hove Green Party Executive, 39–41 Surrey Street, Brighton, BN1 3PB. 

Printed by Iliffe Print, Winship Road, Milton, Cambridge, CB24 6PP

Standing up for what matters. The MP for Brighton Pavilion gives her view

Need something better than a selfie?

Pictures which don’t cost the earth for your website, 
facebook, flyers or photo frame …  
call Charlotte on: 07880 988290 for a chat 
www.charlottemacpherson.co.uk

photo: jjwaller.com

At the end of last year, I spent 
an evening as an observer 
with an ambulance team in 
Brighton. The shift continued 
well past its technical finish 
time of 1am, and I left with 
an even stronger sense of the 
commitment and dedication of 
our hard-working, professional 
NHS staff.

Unsurprisingly a poll last year 
showed that the NHS remains 
the country’s most cherished 
institution. The NHS is there to 
protect us all when we need it, 
and when we see it come under 
threat, we want to defend it.  
Hence the fierce opposition of 
the public and professionals to 
the damaging Health and Social 
Care Act, and to ongoing cuts 
– here in Brighton there has 
rightfully been outcry at the 
impact of so-called “efficiency 
savings” on the Royal Sussex. 

But that’s not the only threat to 
our NHS. The Care Bill, currently 
going through Parliament, 

would take away much of the 
power of local communities 
to have a say in what happens 
to the services on which they 
depend. Clause 118 of the Bill 
would give administrators 
new powers to impose changes 
to NHS services without 
consulting local communities.

People are rightly suspicious, 
and asking why the Coalition, 
which once told us it wanted 
to hand control of the NHS to 
patients, is doing something 
so undemocratic. The answer - 
in a word - is ‘Lewisham’. Last 
year, the Appeal Court ruled 
that the Health Secretary did 
not have powers to implement 
cuts to Lewisham Hospital’s 
Accident and Emergency and 
maternity services. After that 
legal failure, the Government is 
now trying to sneak through a 
fundamental shift in the way 
future decisions about local 
services are made.

Standing up for a genuinely 
public NHS has been a major 
focus of my work as your MP. 
Last year, I actively opposed 
Health and Social Care Act, 
including forcing a debate 
on measures to increase 
competition and the role of the 
private sector. In the case of the 
dangerous and undemocratic 
Clause 118 of the Care Bill, I’ve 
tabled an Early Day Motion to 
highlight people’s concerns and 
demand that the Government 
accept it has lost and stop 
trying to change the law.

Nye Bevan famously said that 
the NHS will last as long as 
there are folk left with the faith 
to fight for it. With the NHS 
under attack like never before, 
I want you to know that I am 
keeping the faith, and keeping 
up the fight – alongside you and 
on your behalf.

To join Caroline’s campaign  
go to: dft.ba/-4caroline


